I: Towards Independence!
a) April 19th 1775 … Boom! Lexington and Concord.
b) In May 1775 the 2nd Continental Congress met. They will bitterly debate the “options.”
c) Soon after the congress opened the battles of breeds and Bunker hill 1,000 British dead. George Washington took command of the continental army.
d) Despite the bloodshed a majority in congress still hoped for reconciliation. These moderates passed a proposal known as the Olive Branch Petition. 
· King George flatly rejected it!  “The Colonies are in rebellion.” Quash it!
e) With popular sentiment in Flux… Jan 1776 Thomas Paine published the pamphlet “Common Sense” in simple words for common folk said “Tis time to part.” This swayed hundreds of thousands to path of revolution. 
f) In June 1776 a resolution by Virginian Richard Henry Lee pronounce the United Colonies had the right to be free and independent. A committee of five was selected to draft a declaration of independence.

· Virginian Thomas Jefferson was chose to put their reasons into words! (Why?)

g)  July 4th 1776 the Congress approved “The Dec”.

Assets! Bambi vs. Godzilla

I. Talk about underdogs. American Patriots were enormous underdogs. Britain was the 18th century superpower.

A. British Advantages:

1) British Sea Power

2) Native American Support

3) British Army was the best in the world

B. Patriot Advantages:

1) Fighting for Freedom

2) Familiarity with the Land and Penn. Long Rifle

3) Vastness of North America

4) Excellent Leadership – George Washington! (3-9)

5) Outlast the British, hit and run tactics

Prosecution of the War:

I. Early Setbacks:

A. Continental Army was pushed to the breaking point. 
B. August 1776 Washington’s army is routed in Long Island, NY. They retreat to Pennsylvania.

C. On Christmas night 1776, Washington staged a daring raid across the Delaware Rive. 900 Hessians captured.

- Convinced Many American troops to continue fighting.
II. The Turning Point:

A. The British plan to split New England by seizing control of the Hudson River in NY.
B. American “hit and Run” frustrated and finally pinned down the British October 1777 at Saratoga, NY. 6000 British Troops surrendered. 

C. France official signed and alliance with America Fed 1778.

D. News of this alliance boosted the morale of Washington and his army at Valley Forge, PA. Winter of 1777-78.

III. America’s Decisive Victory:

A. Britain shifted their attention to the southern colonies in 1778.


B. They would capitalize on Loyalist supporters.


C. Britain captured the cities, American were strong in rural.


D. Debt crisis cause mutiny among Washington’s troops 1777-80 American’s were on the defensive.


E. October 1780 Americans gained victories in South Carolina, Kings Mountain, and Cowpens.


F. Under increasing American pressure in SC, Lord Cornwallis marches his British troops toward Virginia. 


G. After a month long siege Cornwallis surrenders at Yorktown VA, Oct 1781.

Treaty of Paris of 1783:

* Formal end of Hostilities. Great Britain official recognized independence of the colonies

…Nevertheless the future was unclear!

