The Progressive Movement 1901-1918
Slide A: “Fighting” Bob Lafollette, Progressive Governor of Wisconsin.

I. Progressives: “Populists in the Cities.”

· By 1900 the United States had experienced rapid material growth. This change brought forth by Industrialization, Immigration and Urbanization – led to many significant problems.

· The problems America faced at the turn of the century:

1. Poor working conditions

2. Consumer fraud

3. Unfair practices by large corporations and trusts

4. Political corruption

5. Conservation of our wilderness

· A group of reformers call “Progressives” emerged to combat these problems.

· Profile: Generally white, middle class professionals from both political parties.

· They accepted the industrialism and urbanization, but believed in the need for significant reforms.

· Presidents Theodore Roosevelt (1901-1909)(“Square Deal”) and President Woodrow Wilson (1914-1921)(New Freedom) provided tremendous leadership for the Progressive cause.

Slide B: Ida Tarbell, influential journalist or “Muckrakers”

· Journalists which brought these conditions to the public eye, through print and vivid images, were called Muckrakers.

· Muckrakers investigated a wide range of social problems.

· Lincoln Steffens exposed corruption in cit y government in his book The Shame of Cities.

· Jacob Riis took hundred of photographs showing the living and working conditions of the lower classes.
· Ida Tarbell; History of the Standard Oil Company, chronicled the ruthless business tactics of John D. Rockefeller.
· Upton Sinclair wrote, perhaps, the most famous piece of muckraking literature The Jungle. This book exposed the sickening conditions of Chicago meat packing industry.
Slide C:  10 yrs. Old coal miner. Remember the assembly line!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

III. Working Conditions:
· Working conditions at the turn of the century …steel workers worked 12 HR days, 7 days a week.  Textile workers, mostly women and children often worked 60 to 84 HR. a week. No minimum wage law. No unemployment insurance, no workman’s comp. Work sites were unsafe, child labor was freely permitted.
· Most infamous event showing the unsafe conditions was the triangle shirt waist factory fire in 1911.  Over 100 factory workers, mostly women died. No fire escapes.

· Most workers were not members of unions. In 1900 only 3% of workers of American unions.

· President Roosevelt generally sided wit labor unions. In 1902 he supported a coal mines strike in Pennsylvania.  

· When mine owners refused to negotiate, Roosevelt threatened to use troops if they did not negotiate… they did! 1st time the fed. Govt. used its power to benefit labor.

· Roosevelt also created the Department of Commerce and Labor in 1903 “Kept the Activities of industry open to public scrutiny!”

Slide D: Political cartoon depicting public enthusiasm for Food inspection in the early 1900’s!
IV. Pure Food!: 

· Industrial growth in the late 1800’s often brought with it a reduction of the Quality of goods.

· No longer were consumers able to deal directly with the people from whom they bought their food. 

· The meat packing industry was notorious for unsanitary conditions…President Roosevelt pressed Congress to pass meat inspection laws. Hundred of Americans soldiers had died during the Spanish-American War from eating tainted meat.
· Prodded by Roosevelt, Congress passed the Pure Food and Drug Act in 1906. the act barred the use of harmful additives in foods and forbade the use of misleading statements in advertisements of drugs. (FDA 1938)

Slide E: “Roosevelt Wresting with the Railroad Industry!”
V. “Truth Busters”:

· Monopolies developed in some industries. Monopolies Bad!
· Progressive sought to involve govt. more in regulating business practices.

· Roosevelt earned the Reputation of being a “Trust Buster.”

· Woodrow Wilson also sought to regulate trusts: established 

· Federal Trade Commission 1914 – empowered to prevent large companies from destroying ones.

· Clayton Antitrust Act 1914 – Prohibited pricing policies that might destroy competition. Held corporate officers personally responsible for violations of antitrust laws. 

Slide F: National Women’s Social and Political Union.

VI. Expanding Democracy:

· A major goal of the Progressives was to make govt. more responsive to the will of the people.

· Citing political corruption and waste in city and state governments progressives looked for ways to expand democracy and to hold politicians accountable for their actions.

· They pushed for: Primaries, Initiatives and Referendums, Recalls and the direct election of Senators… 17th amendment 1913.

· 1920 states ratify the 19th amendment allowing women’s suffrage.

Slide G: Teddy Roosevelt and Conservationist John Muir.
VII. Conservation:

· Roosevelt, an outdoorsman and one time rancher championed the conservation of natural resources.

· He preserved some of the countries timberland and created five national wilderness areas. US forest service 1905.

· He created 150 million acres of national forest, 51 federal bird reservations and 4 national game preserves. 

Slide H: Leader of the NAACP. W.E.B. DuBois.

VIII. Social Justice:

· Despite their concern for social justice most progressives remained unconcerned about the plight of blacks.

· 1896 “Plessy vs. Ferguson: separate but equal. 

· NAACP founded in 1909.  The Niagara Movement 1905   The National Urban League 1911
· Contrast in Styles:  Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. DuBois.
