Vietnam: Key Link & Sound Bites!
1964-1973

A.  1964 “Gulf of Tonkin” Resolution- “ Take all necessary measures against aggression”

B.  Guerilla Warfare- N.V.A. & the Viet Cong…”Cling to the enemy’s belt”
C.  Charlie Subdued- “We rule the day, Charlie rules the night”.  “ win the hearts and minds of 

        the people.”

D.  Search and Destroy Mission- “ We had to destroy the village in order to save it”

E.  American Soldier- Average age = 19   Draft = 18 yr olds  Served 13 month tour

F.  American Casualties- Ho Chi Minh:  “ You can kill ten of my men for every one of yours…

       I will win!”.  Avg = 300 dead a week    58,000 total deaths

G.  The Tet Offensive Jan. 1968- 70,000 communist troops launch a surprise offensive on the 

        Vietnamese New Year of Tet.  Seized briefly the U.S. Embassy in Saigon.   A resounding military 
        defeat for the North.  Viet Cong eliminated = 50,000 dead.  U.S. dead = 2000.   Sobering impression 

        at home, change in public perceptions.  Democratic Convention 1968 “police riot”  Richard Nixon 

        and the Republicans win the White House.

H.  Protest- 1962 formation of the Students for a Democratic Society and the New Left. Anti- war
        Candidate Eugene Mccarthy in 1968 “ division in the country will grow as the casualties 

        increase.” “ the weathermen” 

I.  The Great Society-  Johnson’s social program was hindered by War in Vietnam.  LBJ 

      promises the country both “guns and butter”

J.  Vietnamization- “Peace with Honor” Nixon program to withdraw U.S. troops give 

       South Vietnamese money,weapons, and training to take control of the war.  Troop levels                  
        went from 540,000 in 1969 to 30,000 in 1972.  The president proclaimed the “ Nixon Doctrine”:  

        declaring that in the future Asian allies would receive U.S. support without U.S. troops.

K.  Invasion of Cambodia 1970- U.S. forces were sent into Cambodia in an effort to destroy
       Communist bases. Nationwide protests on college campuses took place.  4 students were killed by 

       National guardsmen on the campus of Kent State.  Daniel Ellsberg leaked the “Pentagon Papers”

       The My Lai Massacre was revealed to the public.  

L.  Peace Talks to Armistice 1973-  Nixon sent National Security Adviser Henry Kissinger 

       negotiate secretly with the North Vietnamese.   When the North failed to compromise Nixon orders the 
       massive bombing of North Vietnam.  The North finally agreed to negotiate resulting in the Paris 

      Accords of January 1973.    The war was over for America.  In 1975 North Vietnam captured Saigon.
